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Synopsis

Now in its Ninth Edition, this classic text and reference maintains its popular holistic approach to the
complexities of critical care nursing. The book’s comprehensive coverage begins with the
psychosocial concepts of care and progresses through assessment and management of a variety of
disorders. Now under the lead authorship of Tricia Morton, this revision of the classic Hudak text
maintains the goal of promoting excellence in critical care. The second author, Dorrie Fontaine, is
the Past-President of the American Association of Critical Care Nurses, and each chapter was
written by a subject matter expert to ensure the most up-to-date and accurate information.
Presenting theory and principles within the context of practical application helps the reader to gain
competence and confidence in caring for critically ill patients and their families. As always, the
patient as the center of the health care team’s efforts is emphasized throughout. A bound-in
CD-ROM and companion Website include an NCLEXA® alternate item format tutorial, a
Spanish-English audio glossary, drug monographs, Nursing Professional Roles and Responsibilities

(Flash and PDF), and Concepts in Action animations.
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Customer Reviews

Hudak, et al., does a wonderful job on making difficult concepts easy to read and understand. |
recommend this book to all of the nursing students who need an eye opening view of critical care

nursing.



This is NOT an introductory text. | used after | finished my NREMT-P course, nurses should
consider it after a year or two of practice. It has a wealth of information, but starts off assuming
basic/intermediate knowledge of EMS/CC care. Having said that, its completeness is quite
astounding - as | read it, | found myself understanding with great clarity many, many things that had

been sketchy or unclear prior to reading it.

Since this is the only critical care text book I've used, | have no real basis of comparison. I'll try to be
as objective as possible.I'm using this book for my critical care class in nursing school. I've covered
several sections of this book and can say that this book explains the material rather well for the
student nurse.. and possibly the new nurse on the critical care unit.The book is well-structured and
organized starting with critical care nursing in general and discussion on practicing hollistically and
goals of the critical care nurse with plenty of evidence-based research to help support the future
evidence-based practicing nurse. The authors then progress by system discussing assessments
and common pathologies found in the critical care environment and expected symptoms,
diagnostics, treatments, and how the nurse should care for the client with that particular disease.
Aside from the text, countless tables, charts, and graphics are available to highlight key points and
provide more indepth coverage on certain areas. NCLEX-style questions and case studies are also
available to help facilitate learning.So as a nursing student, | find the text very insightful and
informational when working with critical care level clients. The pathophysiologies are indepth and
helped me develop a clinical picture for my clients and the diagnostic and treatment modalities were

thorough. A solid text.

| am required to use this book as part of a Critical Care Emergency Medical Transport Paramedic
class (CCEMTP). This book contains a great deal of very easy to interpret information, but it is not
sufficient for EMS personnel. While I've enjoyed reading this book in general and | would continue to
read this book to better my personal knowledge level, | would not use it for future educational
purposes unless | was a nurse seeking to increase my training level. | do wish that the authors
would get together and come up with a Critical Care Paramedic book to use for EMS training; their
writing style is easy and comprehensive and there is no randomness to their book - they get to the
point and give you the information you need.The disc that comes with the book did nothing but
repeat the information in the book; there were a couple of tests, but | didn’t find any of the disc

contents to be particularly helpful. And their pharmacology information is limited; it would have been



nice to be able to read more about critical care pharmacology in one book as opposed to having to
purchase a completely different book.| do like the fact that at the beginning of every chapter they
give you a long list of websites that you can visit pertaining to the topic you’re about to read. It gives

you another source- an educational second opinion- to refer to.

| found this book after finishing my paramedic class. It really helped me with explaining some things
i was sketchy on. Very well organized and easy to read. (Especially the heart failure and Ml

chapeters)

The book is written in an easy to understand manner because it explains concepts in a simplistic
way. It basically breaks down difficult concepts to the basics. There are many resources that
accompany the book which will reinforce what you are learning such as review questions at the end

of each chapter and a case study. Also contains useful side boxes and tables within the chapter.

This is a kindler gentler book on nursing. Provides good sense, good treatment methodology for the
WHOLE patient. In a word CONSIDERATION, good old fashioned care and concern for all aspects
of patient care are the primary focus, but don’t be fooled as the didactic content and treatment

modalities are definetly current.

This is a great book to have. The information is easy to understand and will definitely help anyone
pursuing a course in Critical Care. Some of the information is repeated but that works for me as the

the more | see the information the more it is reinforced.
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